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He’s an urban mythologist, an elect 
radio equivalent of Mixing It. Profile by Rob Young 

24 The Illbient Alliance 

In the New York pressure cooker, artists like Bill Laswell, Byzar, Olive, the Wordsound collective, Badawi, 
Soundlab and others are practising bass-driven drum 'n' dub alchemy. Story by Peter Shapiro 

32 Jeru The Damaja 

Sidestepping the ultraviolence, misogyny and corporate deals of the rap mainstream, this Brooklyn avenger 
ver the soul of real HipHop. Interview by Jake Barnes 
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Selected highlights of the month’s live events, 
happenings, club spaces and broadcasts 
































letters 


London W1V3DF, 








out now on 


Cheikh Lo 

4 

Ne La Thiass 


% 

_ _ 


"K. Jj * 

r> 

Q-Magazine 


Oumou Sangare 





O 

0 ) 

CT 



CJQ) 

cS" 




MICHAEL GORDON 



'Heavy amplified rhythm and 
sex appeal... they boldly go 
beyond the cutting edge' 










global 

ear 


In this special edition of our monthly survey of sounds horn 
around the planet, Robin Rimbaud, aka Scanner, keeps a 
diary of his recent tour through the sonic recesses of 
Australia's major cities 








global ear 



























































The compilations released on Jon Tye’s Lo Recordings label 
provide a refuge for the disaffected citizens of the global 
electronic network. Interview by Matt ffytche 


io-life 

curator 












MUSIC WITH NO NAME 


A mildly eclectic 
remix collection 
featuring source 
material of 
B&W Music’s rich 
global catalogue. 


OUT NOW 

ON CD & LIMITED EDITION 
Gatefold Vinyl 



Remixes include 
Spring Heel Jack, 
Roni Size, Smith &. 
Mighty, DJ Smash, 
Attica Blues, 
Ultramarine and 
the Moody Boyz. 


Distributed in the UK 
by S.A.M. via Vital. 


http://www.bandwblueroom.co.uk e-mail:@bandwblueroom.co.uk 
please write to B&W Music at 28/30 Rivington St, London, EC2A 3DU to join our m 


tiling list 













g pans Eric Drew Feldman is the 

16 You quintessential avant rock journeyman, 
Group abandoning his own music in favour 
of intense periods working with 
Captain Beefheart, The Residents, 

The Radar p ere Black md pj Harvey; 

und Don, if Mike Barnes hears his story 




















































THE NEW SOUNDS OF 

A REMARKABLE NEW LABEL 

























Combining the bass pressure of dub with radical mixology and obtuse ‘electrotectural’ 
theory a new generation of New York musicians are redefining the sonic landscapes of the 
demented city Peter Shapiro meets the guerrilla fighters of Illbient and Crooklyn dub: 
the Wordsound collective, Sub Dub, We, the Liquid Sky consortium, Soundlab, Byzar, Bill 
Laswell, Ben Neill and Circuit Bible 




















































































Rejecting the violence, misogyny and dollar bills of mainstream US rap, Jeru The Damaja is 
on a supernatural quest to recover the soul of real HipHop. Interview by Jake Barnes 
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In the 60s and 70s, the performances of Charlemagne Palestine were chaotic, ritualistic affairs, 
trance-inducing ceremonials of marathon duration. Now the long-lost music of this Minimalist 
pioneer is being picked up by a new audience. Interview by Edwin Pouncey 
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Experimental musicians continue to draw inspiration from the sound of films^" 
Eraserhead and Fire Walk With Me. Meanwhile, in Hollywood, musical philMa 
Composer Paul Schiitze puts the case for a total cinematic fusionpfj) 
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Playlists from the outer limits of planet sound 
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Under the soil: December's selected CDs, albums and LPs 
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Too much of the rest is mere snacking 
at the post-mod Improv diner, and this 
scrapbook of duets — with Bailey, Zorn, 
Bennink, a muffled Charles Tyler and 
banjo guy Volcmar Verkerk — is no 


recorded alone in beautiful close-up, is 
equal parts homage, meditation and new 
chapter: he never plays the tunes the 
way you expect (sample "Silent Night" as 

says in the notes that "what you hear is 



"Majesty", something that goes hand in 
hand with the blameless grace of 


Branford Marsalis The Dark 
Keys COLUMBIA ack 67876 CD Give 


Branford his due, he's not making 



hour or so. One track with Joe Lovano is 
a sweet show of tenor sanity, but when 
Kenny Garrett sits in on "Judas Iscariot" 
the flame goes way up. 



imagine a darker pairing, though the 
opening "Loweville’ is a genial enough 
dialogue. The weak link is David 
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Ride on Time 


The Wire. 

It’s all in the timing 


Our December offer: choose ONE of these 
two spanking new Emit CDs plus a year’s 
supply of The Wire for just £30 

Russell Mills — Undark The recording incarnation 
of graphic designer Russell Mills is an intoxicating, 
many-layered mix of shifting and intangible sounds, 
both acoustic and electronic. The album features 
contributions from some 
of the most illustrious 


OK □ £30 • EUROPE □ (Air) £35 • USi Q $60/£35 • REST OF WORLD U Air £50 J Surface £35 



Return this form (or a photocopy) to: The Wire Magazine, FREEPOST, 45-46 Poland St, London W1E 3EL. Fax: 0171 287 4767 


WIRE 


Or call our Subscription Hotline on 0171 734 3555 
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(Industrial void. 
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GET HOT 

BE COOL 



THE DEFINITIVE 

RED HOT...ALBUM. 

FEATURING: 

GEORGE MICHAEL, MAXWELL, STEREOLAB, DAVID BYRNE, 
CRYSTAL WATERS AND MANY MORE! 

OUT NOW on ANTILLES/VERVE 

PROTECT YOURSELF 







